DECISION MADE IN RELATION TO THE SHANKILL ROAD HEROES LOL 1923 PARADE NOTIFIED TO TAKE PLACE IN BELFAST ON MONDAY, 13 JULY 2009.

1. Section 8(1) of the Public Processions (Northern Ireland) Act 1998, provides that: 


“The Commission may issue a determination in respect of a proposed public procession imposing on the persons organising or taking part in it such conditions as the Commission considers necessary.”

2. The Commission has noted the details provided on the Form 11/1 submitted on 14 March 2009, concerning the Shankill Road Heroes LOL 1923 parade in Belfast on Monday, 13 July 2009.


3. The Commission notes the purpose of this event is ‘to join and return from the Boyne celebrations.’ 

4. The Commission is aware of the particularly difficult and sensitive issues surrounding parades at this interface over the years.  The Commission is aware of the recent dialogue process between the North and West Belfast Parades Forum and the Ardoyne Parades Dialogue Group, chaired by an independent mediator appointed by the Commission.  The Commission is aware that it has not been possible to reach an understanding in relation to this parade but it welcomes the commitment of both sides towards a continuing process of dialogue.
5. The Commission expects that this parade will take place in the same way that it did last year, that is:-
· All lodges and bands notified to go down the Crumlin Road from its junction with Hesketh Road to the Woodvale Road will process together.

· The bands will play sacred music.

· Supporters accompanying the parade on foot will be embedded within the body of the combined parade.

6. The Commission expects that all those participating will exercise sensitivity throughout the parading of its notified route and adhere strictly to its Code of Conduct. The Commission reminds the organiser that failure to adhere to its Code of Conduct is a factor which it must take into consideration in the light of any future notifications.

7. The Commission draws the attention of the parade organiser to its Code of Conduct.  The Commission would specifically refer the parade organiser to Appendix B of its Code of Conduct ‘Guidance for Anyone Participating in Parades in the Vicinity of Sensitive Locations’. The organiser shall take every reasonable step to ensure that participants and supporters of this parade adhere to these guidelines.

8. The Commission has considered the need to issue a determination as outlined above, against the factors described in its Guidelines document and has, as already stated, come to the opinion that the impositions of conditions on the parade, as notified, is not warranted. 

9. The Commission attaches a copy of its guidance for parade participants contained in Appendices A and B of the Commission’s Code of Conduct to this document for ease of reference.

10. The parade organiser shall ensure that all stewards and participants obey any direction given by the police in relation to this parade.

Signed: 
…………………………………………



(On behalf of the Commission)

Date:
 ………………………………………

APPENDIX A

Guidance for Anyone Participating in Parades

A. Behaviour

All participants in parades should:

· behave with due regard for the rights, traditions and feeling of others in the vicinity,

· refrain from using words or behaviour which could reasonably be perceived as being intentionally sectarian, provocative, threatening, abusive, insulting or lewd,

· obey the lawful directions of parade organizers and stewards at all times, from assembly to dispersal,

· abide by the conditions of this Code of Conduct,

· comply with police directions and in accordance with legislation.

B
Dress

No paramilitary-style clothing is to be worn at any time during a parade.

C
Parade


Whenever possible, the parade should be positioned on one side of the carriageway so as to allow for the free flow of traffic, or as otherwise stipulated by police.

D
Route


Participants should keep to the designated route as directed by the police.

E
Alcohol


Alcohol should not be consumed immediately prior to, or during a parade.  An organizer or steward, who believes a participant to be under the influence of alcohol, should take the necessary measures to remove that person from the parade.

F
Bands and Music


Each band must clearly display its name.  Restrictions on the playing of music will be in accordance with the conditions as set out in Appendix B of this Code.  No musical instrument will bear any inscription or mark of a proscribed organization.

G
Flags etc.


Flags and other displays often have a legitimate historical significance, but in no circumstances should such items relating to a proscribed organization be displayed.

H
Stewards


The names of stewards will have been notified to the police and the Parades Commission at the time of notifying the proposed parade.


Stewards should:

· be properly trained

· be briefed by the organizers prior to the parade

· carry proof of their status at all times during the event, and provide this information to police on request

· be fully aware of their responsibilities and role

· be highly visible by means of jackets, singlets, armbands, etc.

· not consume alcohol before or during the parade

· co-operate with the police

· be prepared to identify to the police any persons in the parade who may be committing any offence against criminal law.

I
Policing

Organisers of parades must co-operate with the police from the time of submission of the notice of intention to parade until the parade disperses.

J
Dispersal

When a parade has concluded, all those taking part must disperse immediately.  It will be the responsibility of the organizers to ensure compliance with instructions in this regard.

K
Abiding by Conditions 


Organisers must ensure that all participants in any parade have been informed of any conditions imposed.  As a general principle, the organiser is responsible for the behaviour of all participants and for ensuring compliance with the Code of Conduct

APPENDIX B

Guidance for Anyone Participating in Parades in the Vicinity of Sensitive Locations

A
Places of Worship

Only hymn tunes should be played.

When church services are taking place, no music should be played.

There should be no irreverent behaviour.

Marching should be dignified.

B
War Memorials and Cemeteries

Only hymn tunes should be played.

Behaviour should be respectful.

Marching should be dignified.

C
Where the Majority Population of the Vicinity are of a Different Tradition, and in Interface Areas.

Behaviour should be respectful.

There should be no excessively loud drumming.

Participants should refrain from conduct, words, music or behaviour which could reasonably be perceived as intentionally sectarian, provocative, threatening, abusive, insulting or lewd.

Marching should be dignified.

